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I read with interest the paper by Delardas and Giannos [1]. As
the authors pointed out, journal impact factor inflation can affect
the integrity of researchers as well as publishers. This
phenomenon has also been reported as a “blockbuster effect”
not only in the 6 high-impact medical journals reported by the
authors (Annals of Internal Medicine, The BMJ, Journal of the
American Medical Association, The Lancet, Nature Medicine,
and The New England Journal of Medicine) but also in
infectious disease journals [2]. A similar trend was observed in

200 journals with a high number of COVID-19–related
publications in the Web of Science as well [3].

Delardas and Giannos [1] evaluated the impact of
COVID-19–related articles on a journal-by-journal basis, but
it is unknown whether they found a single article or a small
number of articles that had a significant effect on impact factor.
It would be helpful for readers if the authors could provide more
detailed explanations.
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